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CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVIES

CONTEXT

e In a world with limited resources and an ever-increasing popu|oﬁon, food is an essential issue. The
transition to more sustainable and equifob|e ogricu|’ruro| and food practices - essential for the
survival of biodiversif\/ and odopfo’rion to g|obo\ warming - must be considered both |oco||y and
g|oboH\/4 Sfrengfhemng sustainable food is a cho”enge that must be opprooched in a systemic way,
considermg all the components and actors of food systems. Local authorities and governments must
seize this transition to build food»producing territories with the actors of the food system and thus
guarantee access to quo|if\/ food for all.

. AHhough cities around the world are grqduo||y foking up the food issue and are increosing\\/
communicating on the pub|ic, private or associative actions underwoy, there is still little information
on pubhc po|icies and local initiatives in favour of sustainable food systems in Mediterranean cities.

LETS FOOD

o Let's Food is a French based NGO aiming to support territories in bui|o|ing sustainable and
resilient food systems H’wough territorial cooperation and the exchonge of good practices at local,
national and international levels.

e The NGO haos 3 speciﬁc objec’rives:

o Support the deve|opmenf of sustainable local food po|icies in France and across the world.

o Promote and opero’rionohse the shoring of l<n0W|eo|ge and initiatives among the different actors
of the food system in order to accelerate a food and ogroeco|ogico| transition on a g|o|oo| scale.

o Raise awareness and provide training on territorial sustainable food systems in order to

sfreng’rhen the skills needed to set up sustainable food po|icies.

ZOOM: ASSESSING THE SUSTAINABILITY OF A FOOD SYSTEM

The French NGO Let's Food has deve|opeo| a mefhodo|ogy to cmc1|yse the susfoinobihf\/ of a food
system. This is based on Nicolas Bricas' definition built from the definitions proposed b\/ the FAQO,
Bioversity International and IPES Food (2015):
"Sustainable food systems:
o Protect the environment without dep\eﬂng non-renewable resources and biodiversier and without
po||u+ing ;
e Provide access for all to sufficient, safe, nutritious and cu|+uro||y occep’rob\e food;
+ Are based on an inclusive economic system that creates jobs for all and reduces inequalities of
power for a fair distribution of added value;
e Promote social cohesion and respect for diversier,-

o Restore confidence in the system and allow citizens to parficipate in ifs evolution".

The proposed me+hoo|o|og\/ aims to cmcx\\/se the connections within the value chain in the |igh’r of the

dimensions of sustainable o|eve|opmen+ in order to idenJri{\/ the main cho”enges.
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Through this brr’ef we assess

the four dimensions of
sustainability of a food system:
food and nutrition security (1),
economic sustainability (I1),

environmental sustainability (I11)

and food governance (1V).

Introduction

Amman is located in the northwest of Jordan, of which it is the copifo\. The city has a semi-
arid climate, and the country has very few water resources, which makes it a choHenge to

supp\y the popu\q’r\'on. Amman is also home to around 150,000 Syrion re{:ugees.

l. Food security undermined |:>y successive crises

* Share of Amman residents living below the poverty line: 15.7 % (2)

o Number of Amman residents who are food insecure: 160 000 (2014) (12)

+ Unemployment rate in Jordan: 19 % (2)

 Share of food in the household budget: 28.2% in Amman, 32.5% in Jordan (compared to 20.4%
in France (1))

Jordan is experiencing low economic growfh (+2.2 in 2022 (11)). Unemp\oymen’r amongst young
people is high (around 50% of 15-24 year olds in 2022 (13)), while they represent a large share of
the population (the median age in Jordan is 22.4 years (Department of Statistics, 2019)). 15.7% of
the Jordanian population was living below the poverty line in 2021 (2).

Trade liberalisation has expanded the presence of hypermarkets and supermarkets in the city (2).
Food prices have risen by 4.8% since the successive crises affecting the country (COVID, war in
Ukraine) (3) and fresh produce is generally more expensive than processed products or ready-made

meals, which does not encourage the popu\oﬁon to turn to fresh and heloy food.

Moreover, Jordanians are still not very aware of the importance of a healthy and balanced diet (6).
All these factors help to explain the high rates of obesity (over 30% of the population according to
the WHO in 2014) (4).

Furthermore, half of the cultivated land in the Near East and North Africa region is classified as
highly vulnerable to climate change: it is estimated that yields will fall by 10 to 20% by 2050 (7).
Thus, Jordan's high dependence on food imports, food price inflation, increasing poverty and the
vulnerability of local agricultural production reflect growing food insecurity issues. Urban agriculture,
which is quite widespreod in Amman, is an alternative that has emerged in response fo the many
vulnerabilities that affect the local qgr'\cu\’ruro\ model. N’rhoug% the deve\opmen’r of urban vege#ob\e
gordens can porﬁo”y meet the fresh produce needs of certain households, its role in the food secu rity

of the inhabitants remains anecdotal.
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nomy but a lack of support for small producers

e Share of agriculture in the country's GDP: 5.6% (8) ;

e Share of the country's food needs covered by imports: 98% (Jordan Investment Commission,
2017) (9) ;

e Share of the food inc/usfry in the coum‘ry's industrial activity, in terms of turnover: 15.4% (10) ;

e Amman is home to the largest wholesale market in the country (30,000 t of products per
day).

Although the official share of employment in the sector (outside Amman) varies from
0.8% to 5.8%, ogricuHure remains the main source of household income in rural areas.
However, the ogricu|+uro| sector suffers from a lack of attractiveness and insufficient
means of production. In 1994, Jordan lost prime agricultural land as a result of the Israeli
occupation of the West Bank. In the Amman areq, land for cereal cultivation decreased
by 65% and for market gardening by 91% between 1975 and 2007 (12). Jordan's food
trade balance is structurally in deficit and the country imports almost all of what it
consumes. The main impor+ed producfs are cereals with b0r|ey, wheat, maize, rice,
refined sugar, soya cake and beef. Climate change makes farming difficult, as it does not
provide a stable income (dependence on decreasing rainfall). In addition, inflation and the
recent political and energy crises have led to an increase in the cost of inputs for
producers, who are seeing their expenses rise (3). Many Jordanians are obondoning their
land and farms for more lucrative activities in Amman or abroad or for the gradual
expansion of urban areas (10).

The municipality of Amman is in charge of markets and hosts the largest wholesale
market in the country, through which all fuits and vegetables sold in the city transit (the
same is true for imported and exported products): this could be a relevant lever to
promote access to urban markets for small Jordanian producers (this lever is not currently

used, as small Jordanian producers do not benefit from specific marketing conditions) (3).
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"Beyond the official FAO
definition (33), there is a fifth
component of food security:
food governance. In Jordan,
until recently, there was no
body dedicated to food
security, either at the national
or local level. This has caused
real problems of coherence of
public policies, which are
sometimes confradicfory, and
lack of efficiency in the use of
pub|ic funds, which are
nonetheless significcn+. Jordan
and Amman host many
projects led by international
NGOs, UN organisations, etc.
At the national level, the
process of building a strategy
to fighi‘ against food insecurity
has led to the creation of the
"food security aufhorify". This
is a multi-stakeholder entity
that aims to facilitate decision-
mal(ing and s+rengﬂ1en the
coherence of actions taken by
all in favour of food security.
This new authority mobilises
near|y 7 different ministries,
private and associative actors,
but also the municipalifies
which have a key role because
of their proximity to the
inhabitants.”

Walid Abed Rabboh
Senior International Expert on

food security and ogricuHure

COMPETENCES

Municipality of Amman:

e Urban agriculture

o Food markets

+ Slaughterhouse

e Food safety in markets
and stores

* Waste collection

[1l. An agricu|+ura| model that is not sustainable but
organic quming is grqdua”y cleve|oping

e Share of ogrr’cu/fure in the coum‘ry's total water consumption: 65% to 72% (14);
e An arid and dry climate: 90% of Jordan's total surface area receives less than 200 mm
of rainfall per year ;

¢ 300 hectares are being converted to organic agriculture in Amman.

The country has a dry climate and the lack of water threatens the current ogricuHurcd
model (10). Jordan is the second least watered country in the world and 65% to 72% of
the resource is used for ogricuHure (14). AgricuHure is on\y possib|e on these very dry
soils with intensive irrigation, provided by the King Abdullah Canal, which diverts much
of the water from the main fribufor\/ of the Jordan, the Yarmouk (17). Agricu”urcﬂ
po|icies have encouroged mechanisation, monoculture and the massive use of synfhefic
fertilisers and pesficides (18). On the other hand, the poor\y structured land po|icy has
pus|’wec| farmers to settle on morgino| land. These factors increase land degrodoﬁon and
desertification. Faced with the negative impact of ogricuH’u re on the o\reod\/ high\y Frogﬂe
and clegrocled environment, organic Forming has become one of the main priorities of the
Jordanian ogricu|+uro| po|icy ogendo. Most of the land is devoted to permanent crops,
mc|uding fruit trees, which account for 96% of the area under organic cultivation
(compared to on\y 1% for vegefob|es). In 2019, 1,446 hectares were orgomcoHy cultivated
(]9). However, the popu\oﬁon of Amman is not necessori|y aware of organic forming and
these produd’s remain more expensive than convenﬂono”y grown proclucfs (6). Fino”y/
there is no strict waste sorting programme in Amman, even fhough this is part of the
Mumcipohw‘s responsibihﬂes. Biowaste represents 50% of mumcipo| waste (21) and is not
recyc|ed, even fhough it could porﬂ\/ rep|oce synfheﬁc fertilisers and enrich the |orge|y
degroded land. Part of the food waste occures at the level of Amman wholesale market -
while there is growing inferest from the municipohf\/, no solution has been imp|emen+ec|

so far to tackle this food waste issue (34).

V. Urban qgricuH‘ure as a vehicle for a new local food
governance

e Urban agricu/fure has been an im‘egra/ part of Amman's mumcipo/ ogenc/a since 2007 ;
* Amman hosted the "Food Systems Summit" in July 2021 ;
+ Creation of a multi-stakeholder "National Food Security Council" in 2022.

The Greater Amman Municipality has been implementing an urban agriculture and food
security programme since 2007 by cultivating public land. Through its "Office for Urban
Agriculture" and its Multilateral Forum (collaboration between public and private entities,
NGO:s and citizens to jointly plan urban agriculture in the city (5)), the municipality has
developed partnerships with several international organisations to encourage inhabitants
to produce part of their food themselves. It relies on a municipal strategic programme to
collaborate with the various actors who are mobilising to develop urban agriculture in the
territory and is supported by several ministries such as the Ministry of Agriculture and
the Ministry of the Environment (5). More than 300 gardens are present on the roofs of
buildings and 4,000 in schools and private homes. A land bank connects landowners
with producers and new land use guidelines require 15% green space or crops (22). The
Municipality is also coordinating the Central Market Council involving farmers, traders,

police, Ministry of Agriculture and local communities (34).

Amman also hosted the first secretariat of the Global Soil Partnership, organised by the
FAQO in 2015 (24). The first launch workshop established a Near East and North Africa
Soil Partnership and was attended by 12 national institutions (25). The Minister of
Agriculture of Jordan, in partnership with the UN, also hosted the "Food Systems
Summit" in July 2021 in Amman (26). Responding to the King's vision to transform
Jordan into a food security hub, the Ministry of Agriculture partnered with the FAO and
WFP to launch a food security strategy, which led to the establishment of a national food
security council in 2022: this inter-ministerial and multi-actor council aims to coordinate
funding and actions in favour of food security. The Municipality of Amman takes part in
this council (27).



A FEW INITIATIVES FOR SUSTAINABLE URBAN FOOD SYSTEMS

MUNICIPALITY OF AMMAN AND INAYA PERMACULTURE CENTER -
BLOOMBERG FOUNDATION - PERMACULTURE TRAINING
GLOBAL MAYORS CHALLENGE

] Troinmg farmers in permocuHure

e Grant and technical support to deve\op since 2017 (29).
projects issues related to: economic
recovery and inclusive growﬂ’], health
and WeHbeing, climate and
environment and gender and equality

SUSTAINABILITY LIVING LAB FOR FOOD -
WATER - ENERGY - IN URBAN

pw Taaet ENVIRONMENTS
AMMAN MUNICIPALITY - S
SUPPORTTO O A 3-ye0r fronsdlscxphnar\/ reseorch
URBAN AGRICULTURE project,

e Supported by Stanford University
and Greater Amman Municipality

» Multi-stakeholder forum to (16).
coordinate urban agriculture
actions,

e Linking landowners with urban

AMMAN DESIGN WEEK - "MOUNEH:
THE ART OF PRESERVATION" FOOD
PROGRAMME

producers.

FROM FARM TO FORK IN JORDAN -
CULINARY CULTURE PROMOTION « Exhibition on Jordanian culinary

culture and promotion of local

produce in 2017

« Company promoting sustainable
cufinory tourism,

e Tourist and culinary guide (20). WFP-UNICEF PROGRAMME -
PARTICIPATION OF JORDANIAN
YOUTH IN BUSINESS CREATION
ON INNOVATION ISSUES FOR THE

COUNTRY'S FOOD SECURITY
NOUR AL BARAKAH - BARAKAH
FARMERS MARKET | ! ;
 Innovative projects set up by
students, e.q.,
S ES I JE e OB o "Golden Sands": conversion of

e Garden and weeH\/ pub[ic market in Ogricu|furo| waste info organic

Amman,
+ Sells organic products and women's
handicrafts, production (31).

O LOCCI‘ businesses Clﬂd smo” producers.

fertilizer
o Natural fertiliser to increase

GREENING THE CAMPS -
ROOFTOP FARMING

o Established in 2017,

e Using unused roofs in refugee
camps in Amman to grow
vegetables (15).
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